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WELCOME BACK
It is lovely to be back in school and seeing all of the children getting back into the
swing of things. We have really missed them during lockdown and know that
without them, school is not school. I have been really impressed by the way in
which they have adjusted and settled into the 'new normal'. I am also grateful to
you as parents and family member for the way you have helped with the return. It
was never going to be straightforward but routines are already slotting into place.
These are early days and we know lockdown has impacted on every single one of
our pupils in one way or another. We are looking closely at this and will be
providing tailored intervention to meet the wide range of needs.

Thanks also go to all of you for the part you have played. The
pandemic has, and continues to be, very difficult for everyone.
Although we have adjusted to the new ways in which we need
to operate, it is clear that further measures are only around the
corner. We are acutely aware that these measures are not easy
and there will be some frustrations but we will do everything we
can to help and support. By working together, we can all
support each other!

INTRODUCING OUR NEW TEAM MEMBERS

NEW PUPILS

Over the course of the summer, we have added some new
members to the team. We are really pleased to welcome Mr
White, Miss Costello and Miss Tait to the teaching staff. Mr
White has joined the Year 2 team, Miss Costello is working in
Year 2 alongside Mrs Whitby and Miss Tait has joined our FS2
team working with Miss Bell, Mrs Lount and Mrs Boyle. We are
really excited by their appointments and know they will make
an fantastic contribution to the life of Le Cateau.

It is great to have a number
of new pupils in school
following relocations over
the summer. They have
settled in really well and it
is great to have you with
us. Welcome to Le Cateau.

We have also added a new member to our support team. Mrs
Hellens was successfully appointed to the Year 5 team where
she will provide additional classroom support. Mrs Hellens is
another great addition and we are pleased to welcome her to
the team.

HOW TO CONNECT WITH YOUR CHILD'S
LEARNING?
Please ensure you are up to date with your new class code for Seesaw
and are familiar with how it works. We are pushing Seesaw even more
across school and you should start to see examples of your child's
learning/work being 'marked' online.
This feedback will be in different forms but will really help you to see in
'real time' what your child is learning and how they are progressing.
We are really encouraging you to look out for this and to share in the
learning process with your child.
We are also increasing the way in which we use Seesaw just in case
there is another national lockdown and we need to switch to an online
system.
Seesaw is also a very useful way to communicate with your child's
teacher given the challenges we are facing right now although we still
require

HOW DO WE KEEP SAFE FOLLOWING THE GOVERNMENT UPDATE?

RISK FACTOR
Although it is not possible to ensure a totally risk free environment, we have worked
extremely hard to provide a safe environment for all of our staff and pupils. The risk
assessment is continually being reviewed and ammendments made accrodingly.

PLEASE MAINTAIN SOCIAL DISTANCING AT ALL TIMES
We are actively encouraging all parents and family members to adhere to this
rule. I have received a number of concerns from parents worried about the lack
of social distancing at the front of school so please play your part in keeping
everyone safe! It is vital that children are kept under control at all times and are
not running around! We will be speaking directly to people about this.

UPDATE ON FACE MASKS?
Following on from the Government update, all staff members
present at the front of school will be wearing a face covering at all
times. This will take effect from Monday 28th September. This is a
measure put into place to maintain safety.
Although we are unable to enforce it, we would appreciate parents
and family members also wear a mask at drop off and collection
times. We must all play our part and this is a simple step that can be
put in place!

LIMIT CONTACT AROUND THE SCHOOL SITE
We recognise that staggered starts and finishes have an impact and can be frustrating however, they are
vital in preventing the mixing of different bubbles and people. One thing we have noted is a lot of children
and parents arriving too early meaning the school road is congested. Please arrive as close to the
appropriate arrival time and leave the area immediately.
We also need people to stay off the road and use the grass verge/car park areas whilst waiting. Please DO
NOT stand in the middle of the road to have a chat - people are trying to move around without getting too
close!

ARE YOU LEAVING LE CATEAU DUE TO A
POSTING?
We are fully aware that Covid has played havoc with the different deployments and
movements that were scheduled to take place over the summer. This has caused
issues around planning for class numbers etc. However, we are aware that many
moves have been rescheduled and that a number of families are set to leave over
the coming weeks and months.
To help with this, we would appreciate early communication so we can plan the
relevant documents etc. This simple survey will help us collate the information we
require. If you know you are set to leave, please complete to help us plan.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/WTD69TV

WHAT ARE THE CHILDREN LEARNING?
We have lots of exciting themes and learning opportunities planned
for the entire year. Each year group will be sharing the learning
overview with parents. This will come via Seesaw so please keep an
eye out for it. It provides parents with an overview of the learning in
all of the areas of the curriculum. If you have a particular interest in
any of the topics then please let you child's teacher know - it may be
that we can use your expertise!

OUTSTANDING
BALANCE
There are a number families with outstanding balances for
lunches and breakfast club sessions. We are now in the
process of reclaiming funds and will be contacting people
regarding this. All outstanding balances can be viewed on
Arbor and payments should be made on line using this service.

SCHOOL MEALS

Hopefully you are now familiar with the new
Arbor system we have in school and have
got to grips with communications, payments
and updating personal details. As this is a
new system, we know people need to adjust
however, we are already seeing many
benefits of using it. There are added
features that we are looking to use as we
become familiar with the system but we will
update you about these at the relevant
points.

The school catering team are now back to 'full operation' and serving a comprehensive
menu on a daily basis. We are really lucky to have this excellent service and would
really encourage you to take up the offer. Meals are free for children in FS2, Y1 and Y2.
A charge of £2.50 per meal is in place for all other year groups.

SCHOOL UNIFORM?

With the temperature turning and weather changing, please remember to send your
child to school with a coat and a spare jumper/fleece. To maintain ventilation, many
of the doors and windows are open during the day and it can get cold. If pupils
have a spare top they are welcome to wear it to keep them warm. Children are
going outside more as well and a coat is vital in wet/cold weather!

PE & FOREST SCHOOL KIT

Please check your child has the right kit for PE or Forest School. Again, PE/Forest School take place
outside at the moment therefore children need to be well prepared for the weather. A reminder that
pupils are to come to school in their correct kit and will wear this for the entire day. Forest School kit
needs to be warm and waterproof. It will also get wet and muddy!

EARRINGS AND JEWELLERY

Health & safety guidance prevents children from wearing earrings
for PE sessions. These must be removed before coming to school
as the adults are not allowed to do it. If children are comfortable
taking their own earrings out then this is fine.
We have also noted some pupils wearing necklaces in school - this
is not appropriate and is against our policy! Please make sure your
child is not wearing them. Thank you.

WHAT HAPPENS IF I THINK MY CHILD IS ILL OR
POSSIBLY HAS COVID-19?
If child becomes unwell at home and is presenting with symptoms of
coronavirus (listed), we ask that your child does not attend school and
instead stays at home for the next ten days or until they test negative for
coronavirus. We encourage all parents whose child is presenting with
coronavirus symptoms to get their child tested and, where required, their
family.

Please contact the school office via telephone to notify us that your child will not be
attending. We also ask that you notify the school office as soon as possible with the
results of any coronavirus tests your child has undertaken.
DO NOT rely on sending a message via Seesaw!

