
ART & DESIGN IN THE EYFS 
INTENT STATEMENT

PRACTICAL

EMOTIONAL

INTELLECTUAL

“Art has the role in
education of helping
children become like

themselves instead of
more like everyone

else.”   
~ Sydney Gurewitz

Clemens

Expressive  Arts  and  Design

The  development  of  chi ldren ’s  art ist ic  and  cultural  awareness  supports  their  imagination  and  creativ ity .  I t  i s  important  that  chi ldren

have  regular  opportunit ies  to  engage  with  the  arts ,  enabl ing  them  to  explore  and  play  with  a  wide  range  of  media  and  materials .

The  qual ity  and  var iety  of  what  chi ldren  see ,  hear  and  part ic ipate  in  i s  crucial  for  developing  their  understanding ,  sel f -expression ,

vocabulary  and  abi l i ty  to  communicate  through  the  arts .  The  f requency ,  repetit ion  and  depth  of  their  experiences  are  fundamental

to  their  progress  in  interpret ing  and  appreciat ing  what  they  hear ,  respond  to  and  observe .

E Y F S  -  S T A T U T O R Y  G U I D A N C E

Adults  offer ing  opportunit ies  to  explore  scale .  

-  long  str ips  of  wallpaper  

-  chi ld  s ize  boxes  

-  dif ferent  surfaces  to  work  on  e .g .  paving ,  f loor ,  table  or  easel .

Adults  l i stening  and  understanding  what  chi ldren  want  to

create  before  offer ing  suggest ions .  

Invite  art ists ,  musicians  and  craftspeople  into  the  sett ing ,  to

widen  the  range  of  ideas  which  chi ldren  can  draw  on .  

Glue  and  masking  tape  for  st icking  pieces  of  scrap  materials

onto  old  cardboard  boxes ,  hammers  and  nai ls ,  glue  guns ,

papercl ips  and  fasteners .

Adults  help  chi ldren  to  develop  drawing  and  model -making .  

Adults  encouraging  chi ldren  to  develop  their  own  creative  ideas

by  spending  sustained  t ime  alongside  chi ldren .  

Adults  showing  an  interest  in  the  meanings  chi ldren  give  to

their  drawings  and  models  and  taking  the  opportunity  to  talk

together .

Adults  encouraging  chi ldren  to  draw  f rom  their  imagination

and  observat ion .   

Adults  help  chi ldren  to  add  detai ls  to  their  drawings  by

select ing  interest ing  objects  to  draw ,  and  by  pointing  out  key

features  to  chi ldren  and  discussing  them .  ·

Adults  talking  to  chi ldren  about  the  dif ferences  between

colours .  Helping  them  to  explore  and  ref ine  their  colour -mixing

eg ,  “How  does  blue  become  green? ”  ·

Adults  introduce  chi ldren  to  the  work  of  art ists  f rom  across

t imes  and  cultures .  

Adults  help  chi ldren  to  notice  where  features  of  art ists ’  work

overlap  with  their  own  work ,  for  example  in  detai ls ,  colour ,

movement  or  l ine .

Children wil l  be learning to. . . What the learning wil l  look l ike. . .

Explore  dif ferent  materials  f reely ,  in

order  to  develop  their  ideas  about  how

to  use  them  and  what  to  make .  

Develop  their  own  ideas  and  then  decide

which  materials  to  use  to  express  them .  

Join  dif ferent  materials  and  explore

dif ferent  textures .

Create  closed  shapes  with  continuous

l ines ,  and  begin  to  use  these  shapes  to

represent  objects .  

Draw  with  increasing  complexity  and

detai l ,  such  as  representing  a  face  with  a

circle  and  including  detai ls .  

Use  drawing  to  represent  ideas  l ike

movement  or  loud  noises .  

Show  dif ferent  emotions  in  their

drawings  and  paintings ,  l ike  happiness ,

sadness ,  fear  etc .

 

Explore  colour  and  colour -mixing .  

Show  dif ferent  emotions  in  their

drawings  –  happiness ,  sadness ,  fear  etc .
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