
ART & DESIGN IN THE EYFS 
INTENT STATEMENT

PRACTICAL

EMOTIONAL

INTELLECTUAL

“Art has the role in
education of helping
children become like

themselves instead of
more like everyone

else.”   
~ Sydney Gurewitz

Clemens

Expressive  Arts  and  Design

The  development  of  chi ldren ’s  art ist ic  and  cultural  awareness  supports  their  imagination  and  creativ ity .  I t  i s  important  that  chi ldren

have  regular  opportunit ies  to  engage  with  the  arts ,  enabl ing  them  to  explore  and  play  with  a  wide  range  of  media  and  materials .

The  qual ity  and  var iety  of  what  chi ldren  see ,  hear  and  part ic ipate  in  i s  crucial  for  developing  their  understanding ,  sel f -expression ,

vocabulary  and  abi l i ty  to  communicate  through  the  arts .  The  f requency ,  repetit ion  and  depth  of  their  experiences  are  fundamental

to  their  progress  in  interpret ing  and  appreciat ing  what  they  hear ,  respond  to  and  observe .

E Y F S  -  S T A T U T O R Y  G U I D A N C E

Children wil l  be learning to. . . What the learning wil l  look l ike. . .

Explore ,  use  and  ref ine  a  var iety  of

art ist ic  effects  to  express  their  ideas  and

feel ings .  

Return  to  and  build  on  their  previous

learning ,  ref ining  ideas  and  developing

their  abi l i ty  to  represent  them .  

Create  col laborat ively ,  sharing  ideas ,

resources  and  ski l ls .

Adults  teaching  chi ldren  to  develop  their  colour -mixing  techniques

to  enable  them  to  match  the  colours  they  see  and  want  to

represent ,  with  step -by -step  guidance  when  appropriate .  

Adults  providing  opportunit ies  to  work  together  to  develop  and

real ise  creative  ideas .  

Adults  providing  chi ldren  with  a  range  of  materials  for  chi ldren  to

construct  with .  They  encourage  chi ldren  to  think  about  and  discuss

what  they  want  to  make .  

Adults  discuss  problems  and  how  they  might  be  solved  as  they  arise .  

Adults  ref lect ing  with  chi ldren  on  how  they  have  achieved  their

aims .   

Adults  teaching  chi ldren  dif ferent  techniques  for  jo ining  materials ,

such  as  how  to  use  adhesive  tape  and  dif ferent  sorts  of  glue .  

Adults  providing  a  range  of  materials  and  tools  and  teach  chi ldren

to  use  them  with  care  and  precis ion .  They  promote  independence ,

taking  care  not  to  introduce  too  many  new  things  at  once .  

Adults  encourage  chi ldren  to  notice  features  in  the  natural  world .

They  help  them  to  define  colours ,  shapes ,  texture  and  smells  in  their

own  words .  

Adults  discuss  chi ldren ’s  responses  to  what  they  see .  

Vis it  gal ler ies  and  museums  to  generate  inspirat ion  and

conversat ion  about  art  and  art ists .
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