
GEOGRAPHY IN THE EYFS 
INTENT STATEMENT

PRACTICAL

EMOTIONAL

INTELLECTUAL

“Art has the role in
education of helping
children become like

themselves instead of
more like everyone

else.”   
~ Sydney Gurewitz

Clemens

Understanding  the  world  

Understanding  the  world  involves  guiding  chi ldren  to  make  sense  of  their  physical  world  and  their  community .

The  f requency  and  range  of  chi ldren ’s  personal  experiences  increases  their  knowledge  and  sense  of  the  world

around  them  –  f rom  vis i t ing  parks ,  l ibrar ies  and  museums  to  meeting  important  members  of  society  such  as

pol ice  off icers ,  nurses  and  f i ref ighters .  In  addit ion ,  l i stening  to  a  broad  select ion  of  stor ies ,  non - f ict ion ,  rhymes

and  poems  wil l  foster  their  understanding  of  our  cultural ly ,  social ly ,  technological ly  and  ecological ly  diverse

world .  As  well  as  building  important  knowledge ,  this  extends  their  famil iar i ty  with  words  that  support

understanding  across  domains .  Enriching  and  widening  chi ldren ’s  vocabulary  wil l  support  later  reading

comprehension .

Children wil l  be learning to. . . What the learning wil l  look l ike. . .

Draw  information  f rom  a  s imple

map .

Recognise  some  environments

that  are  dif ferent  to  the  one  in

which  they  l ive .

Adults  drawing  chi ldren ’s  attention  to  the  immediate

environment ,  introducing  and  modell ing  new  vocabulary  where

appropriate .  

Adults  famil iar is ing  chi ldren  with  the  name  of  the  road ,  and  or

vi l lage /town /city  the  school  i s  located  in .

Adults  and  chi ldren  looking  at  aerial  views  of  the  school  sett ing ,

encouraging  chi ldren  to  comment  on  what  they  notice ,

recognis ing  buildings ,  open  space ,  roads  and  other  s imple

features .  

Adults  offer ing  opportunit ies  for  chi ldren  to  choose  to  draw

simple  maps  of  their  immediate  environment ,  or  maps  f rom

imaginary  story  sett ings  they  are  famil iar  with .

Adults  teaching  chi ldren  about  a  range  of  contrast ing

environments  within  both  their  local  or  national  region .  

Adults  modell ing  the  vocabulary  needed  to  name  specif ic

features  of  the  natural  world ,  both  natural  and  manmade .

Adults  and  chi ldren  sharing  non - f ict ion  texts  that  offer  an

insight  into  contrast ing  environments .  

Adults  l i stening  to  how  chi ldren  communicate  their

understanding  of  their  own  environment  and  contrast ing

environments  through  conversat ion  and  in  play .
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