
HISTORY IN THE EYFS 
INTENT STATEMENT

PRACTICAL

EMOTIONAL

INTELLECTUAL

“Art has the role in
education of helping
children become like

themselves instead of
more like everyone

else.”   
~ Sydney Gurewitz

Clemens

Understanding  the  world  

Understanding  the  world  involves  guiding  chi ldren  to  make  sense  of  their  physical  world  and  their  community .

The  f requency  and  range  of  chi ldren ’s  personal  experiences  increases  their  knowledge  and  sense  of  the  world

around  them  –  f rom  vis i t ing  parks ,  l ibrar ies  and  museums  to  meeting  important  members  of  society  such  as

pol ice  off icers ,  nurses  and  f i ref ighters .  In  addit ion ,  l i stening  to  a  broad  select ion  of  stor ies ,  non - f ict ion ,  rhymes

and  poems  wil l  foster  their  understanding  of  our  cultural ly ,  social ly ,  technological ly  and  ecological ly  diverse

world .  As  well  as  building  important  knowledge ,  this  extends  their  famil iar i ty  with  words  that  support

understanding  across  domains .  Enriching  and  widening  chi ldren ’s  vocabulary  wil l  support  later  reading

comprehension .

Children wil l  be learning to. . . What the learning wil l  look l ike. . .

Talk  about  members  of  their  immediate

family  and  community .

Comment  on  images  of  famil iar

s ituations  in  the  past .

Compare  and  contrast  characters  f rom

stor ies ,  including  f igures  f rom  the  past .

During  dedicated  talk  t ime ,  adults  l i sten  to  what  chi ldren  say  about  their

family .  

Adults  sharing  information  about  their  own  family ,  giving  chi ldren  t ime

to  ask  quest ions  or  make  comments .

Adults  encouraging  chi ldren  to  share  pictures  of  their  family  and  l i sten  to

what  they  say  about  the  pictures .  

Adults  using  examples  f rom  real  l i fe  and  f rom  books ,  to  show  chi ldren

how  there  are  many  dif ferent  famil ies .

Adults  presenting  chi ldren  with  pictures ,  stor ies ,  artefacts  and  accounts

from  the  past ,  explaining  s imilar it ies  and  dif ferences .  

Offer  hands -on  experiences  that  deepen  chi ldren ’s  understanding ,  such

as  vis i t ing  a  local  area  that  has  histor ical  importance .  

Adults  showing  images  of  famil iar  s ituations  in  the  past ,  such  as  homes ,

schools ,  and  transport .  

Adults  looking  for  opportunit ies  to  observe  chi ldren  talking  about

experiences  that  are  famil iar  to  them  and  how  these  may  have  dif fered  in

the  past .  

Adults  offer ing  opportunit ies  for  chi ldren  to  begin  to  organise  events

using  basic  chronology ,  recognis ing  that  things  happened  before  they

were  born .

Adults  f requently  share  texts ,  images ,  and  tel l  oral  stor ies  that  help

chi ldren  begin  to  develop  an  understanding  of  the  past  and  present .  

Adults  use  texts  that  feature  f ict ional  and  non - f ict ional  characters  f rom  a

range  of  cultures  and  t imes  in  storytel l ing ,  l i sten  to  what  chi ldren  say

about  them .  

Adults  drawing  out  common  themes  f rom  stor ies ,  such  as  bravery ,

dif f icult  choices  and  kindness ,  and  talk  about  chi ldren ’s  experiences  with

these  themes .

In  addit ion  to  storytel l ing ,  introduce  characters ,  including  those  f rom  the

past  using  songs ,  poems ,  puppets ,  role  play  and  other  storytel l ing

methods .
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